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The Dreaming

m Sharing Indigenous culture in a spirit of peace and unity.
Feature story and photo by Kia Mistilis.

SEVERAL thousand people attended Australia’s
largest international Indigenous festival, The
Dreaming, a four day cultural event held at the
Woodford festival site over the June long week-
end

From dance to song, theatre to film, comedy to
ritual. art to the ans, and storytelling to ceremo-
ny. The Dreaming brings together and celebrates
a diverse range of Aboniginal cultures, from
Australia and the South Pacific, to North
Amenca and Canada.

The strong feeling connecting the culturally
diverse experience of this festival is one of unity
- a coming together of many peopkes on common
ground. a place where shared stones and new

ions between indi and indige
nous people build bridges of understanding and
strengthen the knowledge that we arc onc human
family.

In the opening ceremony and “welcome to
country” on Friday night, Jinibara Elder and
k for the Ti | Custodi
Uncle Nocl Blair, acknowledged the recent 40-
year anniversary of the 1967 referendum. when
an overwhelming majority of Australians voted
“ves’ to granting Aboniginal people citizenship in
their own country. “We have come a long way
since then. but we still have a long way 1o go.” he
said. “We accept the changes that development
brings, but we as Aboniginal people still have our

own cultural responsibility to uphold.”

Uncle Noel announced that a new memoran-
dum of understanding was signed last week
between the Queensland Folk Federation and the
Jimbara Traditional Custodians and shared their
vision that the Dreaming Festival. growing
strongly and now in its third year, will soon take
its place amongst the great Indigenous gatherings
of the world.

This vear a new link in the Indigenous cultures
of our region was made with the first appearance
by a Timorese artist at The Dreaming Festival.
Singer songwriter and permaculture trainer Ego
Lemos was warmly welcomed to country by
Jinibara Aunty Edna on behalf of the Jinibara
people, making a new connection between the
Indigenous peoples of Australia and East Timor.
Australia’s close neighbour and the world's
youngest democracy.

“Coming to the Dreaming and representing
East Timorese artists and the East Timorese peo-
ple is a great honour.” Ego said. “This is the first
time I have seen an Indigenous Festival which is

d by the G and the A li
community. [t makes me feel very happy, deep in
my heart. and it will be good if we can have some
cultural exchange between East Timorese culture
and Aboriginal culture to share and lcarn from
cach other. I'm looking to meet with Aboriginal
communities (o see if we can connect and collab-
orate in strengthening our respective cultures,”

While Australians may be aware of the politi-
cal unrest and difficulties facing East Timor since
the 1999 referendum when 78% of Timorese
people voted for Independence from Indonesia,
much kss is known of traditional Timorese cul-
ture, which has survived 450 vears of Portuguese
colonization and 24 vears of Indonesian occupa-
tion from 1975-1999.

The positive initiatives undertaken by
Timorese people committed to peace and sustain-
ability who work at the grass roots level o
rebuild their country are virally unbeard of in
the international my ¢t they arc the ones who
arce instrumental in East Timor's current journcey
from the social and political trauma which faces
all post conflict societies, into a better future.

Representing East Timor at The Dreaming,
Ego Lemos played traditional songs and original

posili on guitar, | ica. bass drum
and percussion, singing in his native language,
tetun. Ego’s vibrant performances were a warm
and inclusive mvitation to the audience to sing.
dance. listen, and share the stories and songs of
his homeland

Ego’s music emphasises the importance of tra-
ditional cultural roots in the revitalisation of East
Timorese society. As well as being an accom-

plished musician, Ego is closely involved in the
sustainability movement with farmers in East
Timor. as a leading permaculture advocate and
trainer. Coming from a farming family. and see-
ing first hand the devastating effect of the occu-
pation on the rural population, Ego started an
organic farmers’ movement at university in 1995,

Advertisement

Australian Government

Hurry, 06-07
co-contribution
finishes June 30.

Turn $1 into
up to $2.50.

.
Y

http://rangenews.com.au/portal/component/option,com_zoom/Itemid,45/page,view/catid,33/PageNo,1/key,32/hit,1/

Authorised by the Australian Government, Capital Hill, Canberra.

Ego Lemos, the first East Timorese
artist to perform at The Dreaming
festival, in concert on Monday
night.

1o bring together students from
different districts and dialects to
promote sustamable agnculture,
primarily through a demonstra-
tion farm in Dili. They had
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The Australian Government’s Super
Co-contribution can really make your
super grow faster.

If you're an employee and eam up
to $58,000 per year, you may be eligible.
And you can contribute any after tax
amount you like, before 30 June to get
the co-contribution payment for this year.

Here's how it works.

If you earn $28,000 or less per
year, the government will add $1.50 for
every $1 you contribute. The maximum
benefit is $1,500 per year.

The maximum amount of Super
Co-contribution reduces on a sliding scale
for people earning more than $28,000
and phases out at $58,000.

To find out exactly how much
you'll receive you can use the calculator
at www.ato.gov.au/super

If you're eligible, just make your
personal after tax contribution to your
super fund before 30 June 2007 and your
fund will receive the Super Co-contribution
payment automatically. Just make sure
your fund has your tax file number and
you lodge a tax return,

Take a look at the example to see
what it means for Mary.

MARY EARNS $26,000 PER YEAR.
If she chooses to tip $1,000 from her
after tax income into her super fund, the
government will contribute $1,500.
So Mary's $1,000 contribution means
her super will be $2,500 better off.
And, thanks to the Better Super changes,
when Mary retires after 60 her super
payout will be absolutely tax free.
Casde only. Persanal draumstances and superannuabion fund
retums very. Seek professonal advics batare making decsions
australia.gov.au/bettersuper
Call 13 10 20

Better
Super.

Australia’s worked
hard for it.

ATOCCTICS
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Permaculture’s cultural connections

W From page 33

us difficulty g under the
Indonesian military occupation and were eventu-
ally forced to stop.

In November 1999, in the wake of widespread
mulitia violence following the independence bal-
lot. Ego met Maleny ed permaculture trainer
Steve Cran, who had just arrived in Dili. After
mitially training and working with Steve. Ego
soon began to lead his own projects with farmers
in the districts of East Timor, and trained other
Timorese peopke to work with him

In 2002, with a Diploma in permaculture and
considerable field experience. Ego founded East
Timor's first permaculture NGO, Permatil
(Permaculture Timor Lorosac)

Ego sees permaculture as having close connec-
tions to Timorese culture. “I try to encourage

East Timorese people 10 stay strong and revitalise
the traditional knowledge which already exists in
our culture.” he said. “80% of Timorese people
are farmers and during the Indonesian occupa-
tion, much of the traditional knowledge and sus-
tainable farming practices were suppressed or
lost. Chenucal fertilizers, hybnd sceds and other

i land p were duced.
which destroyed soil fertility and aqua systems
and also led to Timorese farmers becoming
dependant on external agricultural inputs.

first permaculture manval from English into
Tetun, a substantial book written by Australian
permaculture educator. Lachlan McKenzie. com-
piled from field project experience since 1999
and fe g d and illustrati by
Timorese students of Arnte Moris (Free Ans
School) in Dili

Whether in his homeland of East Timor. or
travelling around the world, Ego is inspired to
play his music to “encourage and umfy
Indigenous peoples.” His message to both
S g g

Permaculture is a means of reclaiming trad
al culture and knowledge to reduce poverty and
promote economic independence.” he said
Permatil are based in the mountainous region
of Same. They work with farmers in villages
across East Timor, and also provide permaculture
traming for local and international NGO staff.
Permatil are currently translating East Timor's

and dig d atThe
Dreaming was “"Keep going. keep strengthening
the voice of peace and unity n the world.”

Journalist Kia Mistilis first met Ego Lemos whilst
working in East Timor during 2003 as a Project
Officer for s pro-
gram.
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Archie Roach and Ruby Hunter performing 'Ruby's
Story’ with the Australian Art Orchestra.

Cocoum Wharton.

Mornington Island Dancers.
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